
 
 APPROVED 

1/6/2022 

Islesboro Select Board 

Regular Meeting  

Town Office Meeting Room & via Zoom 

Thursday, December 23, 2021 @ 5:30 PM 

 

MINUTES 

Members Present: 

Chair Gabe Pendleton, Vice Chair Shey Conover, Phil Seymour, Lauren Bruce, Melissa 

Burns 

Others Present:  

Town Manager Janet Anderson   

VIA ZOOM: Steve Miller 

Call to Order:  Chair Pendleton called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM and a quorum was 

established. 

MOTION BY L. Bruce, seconded by M. Burns, to approve the minutes of December 8, 

2021.   Motion passed 5 yes, 0 no. 

FERRY UPDATE 

Gabe:  The next Advisory Board meeting is in January.  The Island Institute is going to 

be doing the research into rethinking the Maine State Ferry Service; they are hiring a 

consultant to spearhead that effort. It is possible that the MSFS will rely on what the 

Island Institute is doing rather than doing separate research. 

SEA LEVEL RISE 

Shey:  The Sea Level Rise Committee had a meeting two weeks ago where they finished 

the checklist.  There are a couple of subcommittees starting to get to work: One that 

Lauren is spearheading that is focused on a kind of monitoring network so we can capture 

flood events in the future in areas that have been identified as particularly sensitive; one 

focusing on the narrows and one focusing on the Grindle Point.  The climate change 

specialist at the DEP is helping to set up a meeting with the DOT/MSFS hopefully before 

our next meeting, which will be January 20
th

.   

The Committee has spoken with Craig Olson about the work being done at the Dark 

Harbor Wastewater Treatment Facility, which is another sensitive area that has been 

identified.  It sounds like they, along with their consultant, are taking into account sea 

level rise.  We will be in touch if there are things that we need to take into account. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 Planning Board January 10, 2022 

 

 

TOWN MANAGER REPORT 
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Scanned Items:  

 Agenda 

 Minutes from 12/8/2021 regular Select Board Meeting 

 Minutes from 12/9/2021 Housing Committee  

 Minutes from 12/23/2021 Housing Committee 

 Warrant FY22- #13 and recap 

APPROVE WARRANT: FY22 - #13  

MOTION BY M. Burns, seconded by P. Seymour, to approve Warrant #13  for FY22 in the 

amount of $717,702.49 .   Motion passed 5 yes, 0 no. 

APPOINTMENTS 

MOTION BY P. Seymour, seconded by S. Conover, to appoint Michael Nelson and Lauren 

Bruce to the Housing Committee. Motion passed 5 yes, 0 no. 

VISITOR’S COMMENTS 

Steve Miller spoke to the Board about the proposed windmill port that could be placed at 

Mack Point or Sears Island.  Steve was a little surprised that Sears Island was being 

considered because of a stakeholder review process that was done in 2008 under 

Governor Baldacci that had a variety of points of agreement.  This resulted in about ¾ of 

the island being protected by a conservation easement and about ¼ of the island being 

reserved for building a container port.  The container port was planned out, but there 

were absolutely no takers for developing it.   

 

A key component in the Sears Island Planning Initiative agreement said preference shall 

be given to Mack Point as an alternative to port development on Sears Island. For some 

reason this is being ignored by the consultants for the proposed windmill port as they are 

saying that either one is possible but Sears island is their preferred choice. 

 

This would be a major concern as they will need to fill in 17 acres of marine tidal 

wetland.  They would also bulldoze about 70 acres to use as fill as well as the probable 

need to bring in more.  Sears Island marine habitats are important for a variety of species 

that come and go in the region and the upland area is important, bird layover for 

migratory birds, and it just has all sorts of characteristics that are particularly important in 

the end available in its undeveloped state.   

 

Islesboro Island Trust would like the select board to write a letter endorsing Mack Point 

as the choice for the proposed offshore windmill port. 
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MOTION BY M. Burns, seconded by L. Bruce, to sign a letter to Steve’s contact at the 

Governor’s office stating that the Islesboro Select Board would promote Mack Point as the 

location of an offshore windmill port. Motion passed 5 yes, 0 no. 

INDIVIDUAL SELECT BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Shey would like to have an update from Page Clason on when we can expect a large 

screen in the meeting room.  The Board would like to see more technology in the meeting 

room to make virtual meetings easier.  Janet will talk with Page about the status of the big 

screen and check with Ren Provey about what equipment was used at the Library. 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 6:06 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 
Tina Pendleton 

Administrative Assistant 


