Islesboro Select Board
Regular Meeting
Town Office Meeting Room & via Zoom
Wednesday, July 6, 2022 @ 6:00 pM

MINUTES

Members Present:
Chair Gabe Pendleton, Vice-Chair Shey Conover, Melissa Burns, and Phil Seymour.
Via Zoom: Lauren Bruce
Others Present:
Town Manager Janet Anderson, Sarah (Johnson) Oliver
Via Zoom: Doug Welldon, Sandy Oliver, Ken Smith, Fred Porter, Howard Krum

Call to Order: Chair Pendleton called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM and a quorum was
established.

MOTION BY P. Seymour, seconded by S. Conover, to approve the minutes of June 22,
2022, as written. No discussion. Motion passed, 5 yes, { no,

MOTION BY P. Seymour, seconded by S. Conover, to enter into Public Hearing for
Crossbows on Islesbore. No discussion. Motion passed, 5 yes, 0 no.

The State has reached out to Islesboro, as well as other towns that currently allow hunting

by “bow and arrow only,” looking for input regarding the possibility of allowing
crossbows. Christl Theriault of the Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife is

drafting a law proposal to include crossbows with the definition of “archery equipment.”

The proposed new definition will replace “bow and arrow.” Public law 2022, Chapter
599 (LD 116), An Act Relating to the Hunting of Antlerless Deer, Section 14,
Examination of Crossbow Laws.

M. Burns stated that she went to the Islesboro Sporting Club last Thursday to do some

public outreach, and talked with approximately 40 people. Four people would like to see

the law changed to allow crossbows; two of those people live in New York and do not
hunt here. The majority of the people that she spoke with said they do not want to see
crossbows included in archery equipment. The overarching reason was because if it is
changed in this ruling, there is a question about whether the definition would change
under anything else. A crossbow is considered a firearm now. Ifit is changed under the
hunting regulations, would we inadvertently allow felons to possess crossbows?
However, many places on the mainland allow persons who are disabled to get an
exemption from the State to hunt with a crossbow. The majority of people surveyed
would like to see disabled island residents have the ability to use a crossbow.

J. Anderson stated she received an emall from Vicky Conover, who is not in favor and
felt a crossbow is like a “quiet gun.”

Sarah Oliver stated she came to learn, but on the face of'it, she is in favor, because the
skill bar for becoming a competent hunter with a regular bow is higher, and so this may
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promote island hunters. She would be more in favor of islanders using crossbows, vs.
off-islanders. It seems there are fewer young hunters now, and we have a ot of deer.

Doug Welldon stated that there was a program recently on TV where they demonstrated a
medieval crossbow penetrating armor. It was a combat/military weapon. This is
comparable to arifle. He did some research online and found one that shoots an arrow at
400 feet/second. Another one was labeled “domestic restricted product policy is in
effect.” The chance of an errant shot would rule out the idea of having this on Islesboro
because this is a well settled area. It could kill someone or go through the wall of a
house. If this were to become legal here, he would post “No Hunting” on his property,
where he has previously welcomed Bow-and-Arrow hunting.

M. Bumns read an email from Ken Smith, who has a deer tagging station on the island.
He has been keeping statistics. 90 - 95% of deer that are harvested are harvested by off-
island hunters. He has been contacted by three disabled veterans expressing concern that
they physically couldn’t use a compound bow anymore and would like to continue to
hunt on Islesboro. See more with attached email.

Fred Porter commented that he was here primarily to listen, but in his experience doing
active hunting enforcement, he found that hunters using crossbows were risktakers, often
poaching at night, shooting behind people’s houses from the roadway.

SELECT BOARD THOUGHTS

G. Pendleton stated that he’s not personally a hunter. There are safety concerns. There
seems to be a consensus that a crossbow is faster and potentially more dangerous. We’ve
talked about reducing the deer population, even with a sharpshooter in the past. Concern
about collateral effects; it’s hard to think about broader impacts of crossbows being
considered firearms for other purposes. Unsure if the Town can draw a distinction
between island residents and non-residents for the purposes of allowing someone to use a
crossbow. Disability issue in terms of folks who are unable to hunt because they can’t
physically pull a bow back. Would like to defer to others who are more knowledgeable
in this area.

M. Burns commented that there may be other collateral effects in terms of those who are
uncomfortable with crossbow hunting posting No Hunting signs on their land. If we have
more areas that are posted No Hunting, we have less of an opportunity to control the deer
population.

P. Seymour stated he doesn’t know enough about crossbows, but is concerned about the
safety issue. It seems to be easier to accidentally shoot someone with a crossbow than a
compound bow.

S. Conover is also not a hunter, but has heard a lot of safety concerns. She is interested in
learning more about if there is a program that exists that the Town can enroll in, that
would allow exemptions for hunters with disabilities.
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G. Pendleton stated there are a couple possibilities. 1) We don’t have to make a
recommendation to the State. 2) We could make a recommendation of either being for,
or against, or somewhere in the middle, such as for the limited purpose of facilitating
hunting for those who c¢an’t use a compound bow.

L. Bruce commented that M. Burns found that there are not many people on Islesboro
who are interested in adding crossbow hunting in general, but are in favor of allowing an
exemption for disabled hunters. Unless someone is disabled and has the training, which
we can’t provide on the island, then we aren’t going to allow crossbow hunting, and add
that danger, if there isn’t an overwhelming demand for it.

J. Anderson stated that in her time here, there have only been two people who wanted to
use a crossbow, so there isn’t a big demand for it here.

Sarah Oliver stated that she’s not going to bow hunt with a compound bow, but if
crossbow hunting were legal here, that’s something she would look into. She would also
question the safety issues. We had a special shotgun season, and if there were no safety
concerns with that special hunt, why would it be different with something that would be
less deadly than a shotgun?

L. Bruce read the comment from Doug Welldon. The special hunt was for deer
reduction, and there’s a reason we don’t normally include shotguns for hunting, and
that’s because of the safety issue. It’s safe to say there isn’t a demand on the island, but
consider the possibility of allowing crossbow for disabled people who take the course.

J. Anderson stated that there is no course available on the island, and crossbow hunters
wouldn’t be able to hunt here,

MOTION BY P. Seymour, seconded by M. Burns, i exit Public Hearing. No discussion.
Motion passed, 5 yes, 0 no.

Discussion about whether a change in the law will affect Islesboro if the State makes a
sweeping change. J. Anderson answered that it is broken up by town, and we do have a
say in how our town is affected.

MOTION BY S. Conover, seconded by P. Seymour, that based on the feedback we have
received, we would support keeping the language as it stands for Islesboro’s hunting laws,
and that Islesboro stay “Bow and Arrow Only.” Discussion about deadline for response to
the State. Motion passed, S yes, 0 no. Unanimous.

FERRY SERVICE UPDATE

G. Pendleton express'ed thanks to Peter Willcox for stepping up and ﬁiliﬁg the personnel
void that was leading to a hectic ferry schedule. The Spear is in service now.

SEA LEVEL RISE
S. Conover reported that Sea Level Rise Committee will meet later this month.
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MUNICIPAL BUILDING PROJECT

L. Bruce reported that the Municipal Building Project Committee will meet on July 14,
and review and vote on the design of the renovation of the municipal building. They did
vote on the floor plan for the new Health Center and the Up-~island Public Safety Garage
at the last meeting. There will also be a discussion of the funding plan, and the architect
will present the full estimated cost. They plan to vote for the funding to be 50% from a
municipal bond, and 50% from fundraising. The committee hopes to bring the plan to the
Select Board on August 3™, There’s a tentative meeting scheduled for the committee on
July 28™ if another meeting is needed.

P. Seymour asked about the position of the new Health Center building. L. Bruce
answered that they had already discussed and agreed on moving the building back 10
feet.

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
¢ Planning Board: July 11%,
TOWN MANAGER REPORT/CORRESPONDENCE

Janet Anderson reported that she received an email from John Henderson asking for flood
lighting at Grindle Point to attract the squid, like at Moseley’s Dock. G. Pendleton stated
he is personally not in favor of changing the lighting at Grindle Point to attract more
squid.

At the ceremony at Grindle Point Light Station last Friday, Jim Mitchell handed out a list
of founders, museum keepers through the years, and museum advocates, which J.
Anderson shared with the Board. The ceremony recognized the new bronze plaque
stating that the museum is on the National Registry of Historic Places (which happened in
1987, but plaque is new),

Letter received from Alice Fromer Leighton asking the Select Board for steps and a
railing at Pripet Landing to provide safe access for everyone. Janet forwarded the letter
to the Harbor Committee to see if there’s a way to accomplish that without needing DEP
permits.

We've received a District 11 Official Ballot of Maine Municipal Association’s
Legislative Policy Committee. The Select Board can vote for two people. Janet received
emails from two candidates, David Michael “Mike” Ray, and James Kossuth.

MOTION BY M. Burns, seconded by G. Pendleton, to vote for James Kossuth. No
discussion. Motion passed, 5 yes, 0 no. Unanimous.

MOTION BY 8. Conover, seconded by G. Pendleton, to vote for David Michael Ray,
Discussion about the possibility of writing in a candidate. Motion passed, 5 yes, 0 no.
Unanimous.
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J. Anderson reported that the Town received the second ARPA payment on June 24,
within the last fiscal year as she hoped. We have all the money we need to pay for the
associates working on the Dark Harbor Waste Water. S. Conover asked if we anticipate
the final report. J. Anderson answered that she will talk with them about that.

Tina took a call from Therese Durkee yesterday asking if she could have a memorial
service for Earl Durkee on August 20" at 10:00 am in the lower parking lot at Moseley’s
Dock. We had her fill out a recreational form just so we’d have the information. G.
Pendleton stated he doesn’t have any objection. M. Bums asked if we need to let Big
Tree Boating know. J. Anderson answered that the program should be over by then, but
we will let them know.

OLD BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS

Date for Summer Information Meeting. L. Bruce reported that she would like to change
the name to “Town Information Meeting”, because “Summer Information Meeting”
seems to suggest it’s just for summer people. There were no objections from the Board.
A significant portion of the meeting will probably be focused on the Municipal Building
Project, but there will be an opportunity to present information on other issues. Folks
who show up may have questions about any number of issues, so we should be prepared
to talk about anything. It will be Monday, August 8 at 5:30 at the Kinnicut Center,

APPROVE WARRANTS: FY22 - #26(1) Accounts Payable and FY23 - #1

MOTION BY M. Burns, seconded by P. Seymour, to approve Warrant FY 22 - #26 and
FY23 - #1. No discussion. Motion passed, 5 yes, 0 no.

APPOINTMENTS: Licensed Health Officer: J. Owen Howell

MOTION BY 8. Conover, seconded by P. Seymour, to appoint J. Owen Howell as Licensed
Health Officer. No discussion. Motion passed 3 yes, 0 no.

CHAIR COMMENTS

Chair G. Pendleton reiterated his thanks to Peter Willcox for stepping up.
VICE-CHAIR COMMENTS

No Comments
INDIVIDUAL SELECT BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

Lauren Bruce has no comments.
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Melissa Burns thanked Dave Petzel, Melissa Olson, and Jim Mitchell for a really nice
| lighthouse dedication. There was a good turnout, we learned a lot of history, and the
| plaque looks beautiful.

Phil Seymour has no comments.

|
% MOTION BY P. Seymour, seconded by G. Pendleton to Adjourn Meeting at 6:47 PM.
Motion passed, 5 yes, 0 no.

|
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Respectfully Submitted,
(g %&&

Carrie Reed
Secretary




