
 
 APPROVED 

05/11/22 

Islesboro Select Board 

Regular Meeting  

Town Office Meeting Room & via Zoom 

Wednesday, April 27, 2022 @ 6:00 PM 

 

MINUTES 

 

Members Present: 

Chair Gabe Pendleton, Vice-Chair Shey Conover, Phil Seymour, Lauren Bruce, Melissa 

Burns 

Others Present:  

Town Manager Janet Anderson, Jennifer West, Earl MacKenzie, Carrie Reed 

VIA ZOOM: Jim Mitchell, Jesse Burns, Maggy Willcox, Peter Willcox, Terry Cowan, 

Murt Durkee, Andrew Anderson 

Call to Order:  Chair Pendleton called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM and a quorum was 

established. 

MOTION BY P. Seymour, seconded by M. Burns, to approve the minutes of April 13, 2022 

Regular Meeting after correction to Gabe McPhail’s name on page 1 and changing Public 

Informational Meeting to Public Hearing under Upcoming Meetings on page 2.   Motion 

passed 5 yes, 0 no. 

VISITOR’S COMMENTS 

Earl MacKenzie would like to see the speed limit reduced through the entire Big Tree 

area.  It is becoming a real issue.  Janet has contacted the State about this and is waiting 

to hear back; the DOT are the ones who set speed limits. 

Jennifer West would like to clarify plans for the proposed Big Tree Dock in order to 

complete the application for the next Planning Board Meeting which will need to come 

under development review as it is a municipal project.  Jennifer informed the board that 

the Planning Board is following the ordinance, despite there being misinformation out 

and about in the town.  The Select Board is comfortable that the Planning Board will do 

what is needed to proceed with this application.  Janet will get in touch with the Town’s 

attorney for guidance about the manner in which the Planning Board proceeds to 

eliminate any confusion for the Planning Board. 

FERRY UPDATE 

John King forwarded an email from Mark Higgins about the mask mandate being lifted 

on the Ferry and in the terminals. 
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Shey added that the Maine Islands Coalition did meet last Friday talk was centered 

around electric ferries.  Shey shared that information with John King as our ferry 

representative and he was hoping to be able to attend. 

SEA LEVEL RISE 

Shey reports that the Island Institute has given 3 finalist candidates for an island fellow 

and there will be a Zoom interview with them this Friday; Dave Petzel, Melissa Olson, 

Jim Mitchell from the Lighthouse Committee and Shey and Chloe Joule from the Sea 

Level Rise Committee will be on the Zoom Call. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

• Planning Board: May 9, 2022 

• Planning Board:  May 9, 2022 – Public Hearing on 2022 Amendments to Town of 

Islesboro Land Use Ordinance & Development Review Ordinance Regarding Fees. 

TOWN MANAGER REPORT 

Scanned Items:  

• Agenda 4/27/22 

• Minutes of 4/13/22 

• Notice of Planning Board Public Hearing May 9th at the Town Office @5 PM on 2022 

Amendments to Town of Islesboro Land Use Ordinance and Development Review 

Ordinance Regarding fees.  This is about removing fees listed in the ordinances – as we 

have done with other ordinances and will continue to go through the CODE to come up 

with a list of others to do in the future. 

• 4/4/22 Minutes of Housing Committee 

• 4/5/22 Minutes of the Municipal Building Project Committee 

• 4/22/22 Harbor Committee Recommendations for: 

o Big Tree Beach Improvements 

o Use of Electricity at town piers and floats 

• 4/23/22 Email from John King RE Ferry Mask Mandate Update 

• 4/5/22 Lighthouse Restoration Committee Minutes 

o Lighthouse Restoration Committee Mission Statement 

• Maine Community Foundation 1st quarter statement 

Handed Out 4/27/22: 

• Warrant #22 and Recap 

Janet shares that Tina has set up a YouTube channel for Planning Board and Select Board 

recorded meetings.  A link will be put on the Town Website. 

Janet has let the various committees know that the Select Board is who appoints members on 

recommendation from the committees so it is important to let Janet know so she can add 

them to the SB agenda. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

There were 3 letters about the Big Tree Dock Project, one from Paul Hatch, stating his 

concerns for safety, one from Laura Houle wanting to know if this needs to go to a town 

vote and if not why, and one from Marny Heinen.  Earl MacKenzie did speak to Marny 

and Laura and answered their questions.   

Gabe states that this has been in the works for a couple of years and at that time there was 

a considerable amount of discussion about putting in a pier and a swim float.  After 

speaking with the town attorney who stated that it did not need to be put to a town vote to 

accept the gift of property from IIT, it was decided, because of the potential for future 

costs and a host of other factors, that it was prudent to put it to a Town vote, which was 

voted for by an overwhelming majority.  It does not seem prudent to put this to another 

town vote at this time and this should keep moving forward on the current trajectory.  

Lauren also does not think that it needs to go back to a town vote, but feels that the Town 

has a responsibility for safety in this area and that we should not move forward without 

having that being a serious part of the discussion.   

APPROVE WARRANT: FY22 - #22  

MOTION BY M. Burns, seconded by P. Seymour, to approve Warrant #22  for FY22 in the 

amount of $272,759.76 .   Motion passed 5 yes, 0 no. 

CHAIR COMMENTS 

Gabe would like an update from the Municipal Building Projects Committee at the next 

meeting. 

INDIVIDUAL SELECT BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Phil thanks everyone for the birthday wishes 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 6:37 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Tina Pendleton 

Administrative Assistant 


