
Sea Level Rise Committee 
February 3, 2020 

6:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Shey Connover, Fred Porter, Lauren Bruce, Betsy Babbidge, Craig Olson 
 
Shey called the meeting to order at 6:08 p.m.   
 
Shey welcomed Betsy as our representative from Islesboro Central School. 
 
Fred Porter made a motion to approve minutes; seconded by Lauren Bruce.  Passed 
unanimously.  
 
Craig reported that the Island Institute still has funding available for sea level rise planning.  He 
will share links to the application at the Island Institute with the group. 
 
There was considerable discussion on a sea level rise plan for Islesboro and the multiple stages 
it might take.  Shey and Craig have both spoken with Gabe McPhail of VInalhaven, who is 
Planner for the Town.  She has provided links to their plan, timelines, and other communities 
that have initiated sea level rise planning.  Craig will check with a selectmen in St. George who 
is going through the same process with their town.   
 
Fred noted that there is Federal and State funding available via the Maine State Emergency 
Management office.  He will contact John York who heads their natural disaster planning office 
for guidance and to see if he would have time to meet with the committee to help determine 
funding options that may be available.  The committee hopes to meet with him on the island in 
late February, early March. 
 
Shey stressed the fact that the Town will need to phase the work and the initial stage is just 
planning for a much larger assessment process and developing a plan.  As the group 
understands it, the first phase will likely be to complete the Maine Flood Resilience Checklist 
which would require hiring a consultant to work with the town to ensure that it is completed in 
a timely manner with the appropriate public input.  Shey feels, and the committee agreed, that 
the priority should be in reviewing the Maine Flood Resilience Checklist and using it’s 
completion as the basis for the application for ShoreUp funding from the Island Institute. 
 
Next meeting will be determined when Fred hears from John York and when he can meet with 
the committee.  The meeting will be scheduled via email.  Shey will present an update on the 
Committee’s work at the Town Informational Meeting on February 27th. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Lauren Bruce; seconded by Fred Porter.  Passed unanimously.  
 
Adjourned at 7:11 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Craig Olson, Secretary 


