












ISLESBORO 
HOME ENERGY 
PLANNING SURVEY
Preliminary internal results summary 
& implications
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Administered January 2024 - Sept 2025

TIMEFRAME 

ANATOMY OF THE 
SURVEY

04
Data for incentives & grant writing; Additional 
comments; Q36-Q49 

PARTS 6-8

03
Key themes: Insulation, heating systems, 
appliances, solar power; Q1-35

PARTS 1-5

02
123 responses → filter for repeats/ invalids → 
116 households for analysis 

RESPONSES
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Part 1:  General 

Information



The majority of responses represent …

- Owners (not renting)
- Year-round residents
- 1000-2000 sq feet living area
- 2+ occupants
- 37% paying between $500-$2,000 

annually to CMP
- 34% paying over $2,000 for electricity*

*18% did not receive this question

WHO IS REPRESENTED 
IN OUR DATA?
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Part 2:  

Insulation & 
Weatherizatio

n



Approximately 40% 
expressed interest in adding 
& improving insulation/ 
sealing in attics, basements, 
roofs, & walls

Home insulation could be 
improved upon.
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Part 3: 

Heating



Other key details:
- 75% have 

supplemental 
heating system(s)

- Approximately 
25% interested in 
getting heat 
pumps

- 34% have heat 
pumps

Fossil fuels – while the most 
common heating source – is 
also the most expensive. 
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Part 4:  

Appliances & 
Vehicles



Water heaters

Stovetops

Fossil fuels hold onto the lead for 
appliances & vehicles.

Electric - 54%

Oil/ gas - 22%

Heat pumps - 19%

Electric - 37%

Gas - 47%



Generator

Vehicles

Fossil fuels hold onto the lead for 
appliances & vehicles.

No backup power - 29%

Have a generator in case of outage - 67%

Portable generator - 24%

Gas - 69%

Hybrid - 20%

EV - 5%
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Part 5: Solar 

Power



While most respondents don’t have 
solar, they are interested in its 
potential. 

Responses in 
this section 
represent 
optimism, 
curiosity.
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Part 6: 

Incentive 
Eligibility



More people qualify for incentives 
based on AGI than government 
assistance programs.

Eligibility for enhanced Efficiency Maine 
Incentives via: Home Energy Assistance 
Program (HEAP), Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP), Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), 
MaineCare

Eligibility for elevated Efficiency Maine 
incentives through qualifying Adjusted 
Gross Income (AGI) (up to $70k for 
individual/ married filing separately or up to 
$100k for married filing jointly):

9% - YES
59% - NO

27% - YES
41% - NO
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Part 7: 

Challenges 
/ Grant data



Respondents answered various 
questions regarding their financial 
and energy-related comfortability 
on Islesboro.

KEY QUESTIONS KEY THEMES / RESPONSES

Energy Costs High, but possible; Have to trade comfort 
for cost at times

Affordability (overall) High, but possible 

Outages Food losses/ goes to waste; Loss of 
working hours
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Part 8: 

Additional 
Comments



“Anything Else?”

RESIDENTIAL 
ENERGY LANDSCAPE 

of ISLESBORO

INTERESTS

- Building energy 
efficiency at home

- Installing generators
- Home electrification

CONCERNS
- Heating costs
- Public infrastructure capacity
- Cost of living
- Infrastructure issues at home

ONGOING WORK

- New heating systems for 
home

- Solar installations
- Wind energy
- Community solar
- Battery backup/ generator 

options
- Geothermal energy
- Energy audits
- Energy resilience



- Modify for internal and external data use & 
sharing

- Create public/ publishable version of this 
presentation and related Technical Report 

- Inform education + outreach programs
- Inform ETIPP scoping process/ data gathering 

& project work

Looking 
Ahead: 
Implications & 
Next Steps


